
Staying Connected 
We live in a world that seems to be more connected than 
any other time in our history.  Through the different  

Social Medias we are able to Email, Facebook, twitter, 
text, skype and connect to people literally around the 

world.  I have friends in Poland, New Guinea, South 
Africa, Germany and other places around the world that I 

keep in contact with on a regular basis.  But with that 
said, I pose a question to you, ñAre we really conneced?ò 

 
In a time where technology gives us the tools to be    

connected around the world, we have become an isolated 
and lonely society.  Because the technology allows us to 

sit in our homes, in front of our computers, and never 
venture out to really connect with people one on one.  I 

ask you, ñIs that truly connecting?ò  I donôt think so! 
 

There is a movie that came out in 2009 starring Bruce 
Willis which takes what I am writing about to the next 

level.  The movie is called ñSurrogatesò and it is about a 
time in the future when a company creates these robots, 

ñsurrogates,ò which go out into society for each person.  
The person living through that surrogate never ventures 

outside their door.  Willis plays a detective who, because 
of some things that transpire, is forced to go out in the 

real world.  He soon finds out that what he has been 

missing is what he really wants, really connecting with 
others.  I will stop there in relating the story in case you 

havenôt seen it.   
 

Now Iôm not saying that we are moving towards having  
surrogates that we live through, but in way we have allowed 

ourselves to become disconnected, all the time thinking we 
are so connected.  The truth is we really are not connected!  

We are becoming more and more isolated.  
 

The writer of the book of Hebrews writes, ñLet us not give 
up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let 

us encourage one anotherðand all the more as you see the 
Day approaching.ò (Hebrews 10:25)  A friend of mine, Ru-

ben Welch, wrote a classic book called, ñWe Really Do Need 
Each Otherò.  That is so true!  If weôre going to make it in 

this life as Christ followers, we need to be connected to one 
another to survive.  We need to have that one on one        

connection for support, encouragement and fellowship.  We 
need to know that we are not in this thing alone. 

 
At SSC we think connecting is important and offer          

opportunities to do so.  Of course one is the Sunday morning 
Celebration Service that happens every week at 10AM at 

River Ridge High School.  Another opportunity is our 
LifeIMPACT Groups that meet weekly throughout the com-

munity.  If you have never taken advantage of this  
 

 
opportunity, you are missing out.  Whether you have or not, 

if you have not signed up for the spring  
semester, you can do so right now at 

www.southsoundchurch.org.   

 
This is a great way to stay connected! 

 
So are you really connected?  I want to challenge you during 

2012 to reconnect.  I not saying that you have to close all of 
your social media accounts, but make a priority to really get 

connected this year.  Make a commitment to worship on the 
weekends and get involved in a home group.  You will be 

glad you made the effort. 
God Bless 

Pastor C 
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January has seen a level of activity on the property        
purchase that has not occurred for many months.   

 

The former permit person at the county in charge of 

our application was on a contract and that ran out  on          
December 31.  Another planner was assigned our    

application and that seems to have opened the "flood 

gates" so to speak.  Ok not exactly a flood but there has 
been activity on our application for the parking lot.   

 

Since about mid January we have been working on the 
wetland enhancement to keep the buffer at 100', the 

county has agreed to an administrative variance on this 

buffer enhancement (we will need to plant more in that 

area - just not sure yet what we need to plant - but that 
will come shortly), the county has asked for our Tree 

Protection Plan during the construction window (we 

have that being designed now), the county has asked 
for the parking lot landscape plan and irrigation design 

(we have that being designed now).   

 
 

It is anticipated that sometime with in the next two 

weeks we should get an indication from the county as 

to where we are on a timeline basis.    
 

The property owners - just last week - received word 

that the sewer connection design has been approved 
and the permit is ready to pick up.  It is now our       

understanding that they will be going out to bid on this 

work with construction to commence perhaps as early 

as the end of February.    
 

 

 
 

 

While we anxiously (and somewhat impatiently) 
wait for this process to conclude so that we can 

move forward, this is all in the control of our    

Heavenly Father.    

 
Please continue to hold up this purchase of the 

property in your prayers - every day!!  God is    

moving this along at his speed and we should NOT 
become impatient, but that is so hard  NOT to do.   

 

Remember that God is in control. 
 

Bill McGregor 
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